Writing Trait: IDEAS
Learning Intention:
Share owwie stories verbally and in writing, using lots of details,
about a time in which you were hurt
by Lori Mansueto, Doug David, and Carol Walters

Before Reading:
Learning Outcomes:
Before reading share the title and cover illustration of the
book. Ask students to predict what the book might be
about. As they share their ideas, nudge their thinking along
with a few questions:
• Who might these characters might be?
• What kind of animal are they? (a mouse with a pointed
snout is a shrew)

by Jeanne Willis

•
•

Where is mother mouse looking and how might she be
feeling?
Why do you think Colin is wrapped in cotton balls?

During Reading:
Learning Outcomes:
After reading a few pages, have students turn and talk about how they would feel if they
weren’t allowed to do something because they might get hurt. Ask them to recall a time in
which this happened. How might Colin feel in this situation?
After reading the page in which Colin gets pecked by a duck, ask students to infer the
meaning of the word bedraggled. Explain to them that often, when writers use tricky
words that we don’t understand, we can figure out what the word means by re-reading
very carefully and thinking of other words that would make sense in its place. By doing
this, we are actually defining the word. (Bedraggled—to make wet, dirty or untidy with or
as if with rain, mud etc.)
After Reading:
Learning Outcomes:
Have students turn and talk about a time they got hurt. To help them recall an event, list
parts of the body that are often hurt during little accidents (e.g. head, knee, elbow, wrist,
foot, arm etc). Encourage students to be an active listener when their partner is telling
their “owie” story. The listener should be prepared to ask a question about a part they
would enjoy more information. give them the words, “I would like to hear more about…”
Have students share the part of their body that was injured along with a the details about
how it happened.

Chances are students will not include any information about what happened after
they hurt themselves. Explain that extra information like this is called details.
We don’t expect kindergarten children to add many details to their writing, but
we want to build the metacognitive awareness that this is what writers do. When
we share stories with them, we want to provide opportunities to reread the text
and play a “SPOT THE DETAILS” game.
Te encourage kindergarten children to talk in greater detail about their “owwies”,
display a variety of first aid supplies and have students go on a gallery walk.
Encourage lots of talk and specific vocabulary as they examine these supplies ~
what they are called, how they are used, how they feel when applied.

“When I write about an…”
Give students a black line master with an outline a body along with a band-aid.
Ask students to stick the band-aid in the place where they were hurt (which is
the topic of their memoir or oral story. (This idea is from
Jennifer Jacobson’s book, No More, “Im Done!” Fostering
Independent Writers in the Primary Grades, 2010, Stenhouse,
p. 66.
Share a sample write as a model. Discuss the use of details in
the sample. After all of this work, it’s now time for students
to write their own “owwie” story.

I can add lots of details when writing.
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I need more details
•
so my reader or listener will be able to
visualize

… a start
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•
so my reader or listener will be able to
visualize

… a start

I have a few details
about topic; needs a few
more

… coming along
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… coming along
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I have interesting
•
details that fit the
topic; I could try to add
even more

… that’s it

I have interesting
•
details that fit the
topic; I could try to add
even more

… that’s it

I have lots of juicy
details and examples

… Wow!

I have lots of juicy
details and examples

… Wow!

On Your Mark!
I hurt my knee when I was running a race. The race
was called 3 legged. I don’t think kids should have 3
legs cause it makes them fall! I hurt my knee on the
gravel. When my owie was sprayed with medicine, it
felt better.

What were you doing?
How did you hurt yourself?
What helped you get better?

On Your Mark!
On your mark. Get set. Go! And we were off. Our three-legged race
began. I had to run with my partner with a neck tie wrapped around
our ankles. That made running really tricky. At first we ran together... left, right, left, right, but suddenly we tripped. Our ankles
twisted and our knees hit the gravel. I tried not to cry, but when I
saw all the gravel stuck in my knee, the tears rolled down my face.
Adults came to help us and they sprayed our owies with something
that made me feel a lot better. When you hear the words on your
mark, get set, go, be careful because those words can hurt!

What were you doing? details!
Where were you? details!
How did you hurt yourself? details!
What part of your body was hurt? details!
What helped you get better? details!

