
Picturebooks to use for background knowledge on : 

Discrimination / Prejudice / Civil Rights 

 
Levine, Ellen. Henry’s Freedom Box: A True Story of the Under-

ground Railroad.  Scholastic. 2007. ISBN 9780439777339. 

Henry dreams of a world where his life belongs to him.  But when 

his family is sold, he risks everything for what he knows is right.  

With the strength and conviction of the best kind of hero, Henry 

makes a harrowing journey in a wooden crate—and mails himself 

to freedom.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rappaport, Doreen.  The School is Not White: A True Story of 

the Civil Rights Movement. Hyperion. 2005. ISBN 

9780786818389  Relates the true story of the Carter family, 

in Drew Mississippi, who helped to integrate an wll white school. 

They suffered years of name-calling, humiliation, and death 

threats..   

 

  

                  

                 

   

 

Mckissack, Pat.  Goin’ Someplace Special. Atheneum. 2001. ISBN 

9780689818851.  Tricia Ann is off to Someplace Special. The jour-

ney is not an easy one: she must face the indignities of life in the 

Jim Crow South. Despite humiliations along the way ,'Tricia Ann is 

strengthened at every turn by people who care. Soon she reaches 

her beloved Someplace Special-the public library where everyone is 

welcome. 

   Giovanni, Nikki. Rosa . Scholastic. 2005. ISBN 

9780439898838This is the story of Rosa Parks and how by say-

ing "no" on a Montgomery bus she changed history . Rosa left 

work early. As usual she paid her bus fare, got off the bus, and 

re- entered from the rear. The section reserved for blacks was 

full, but the section for both whites and blacks had some empty 

seats. When the driver demanded her seat, Rosa did not move.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49ALwDsUzrk  

The address of a Rosa Parks youtube video produced by young 

adults.  Well done. 

 

 



Coleman, Evelyn.  White Socks Only. Whitman. 1996. ISBN  

9780807589564 

White socks only is a story about a young African American girl 

who ask her grandmother if she could go into town on a hot sum-

mers day. The little girls grandmother proceeds to tells her a 

story of a day when she was a little girl and wearing her nicest 

white summer dress, her cool white socks, and her black patented 

leather shoes faced discrimination because she had drunk from a fountain which 

had a sign on it saying "whites only". She had misunderstood this sign thinking 

"whites only' meant White socks only. Her action of drinking from this fountain 

results in a town which begins to make changes. 

                            
 

Polacco, Patricia.  Mr. Lincoln’s Way.  Philomel. 2001. ISBN 

9780399237456 

Mr. Lincoln, the African-American school principal is considered 

"just plain cool" and is loved by all the students-except Eugene Es-

terhause. "Mean Gene" is a bully who uses racial epithets he has 

learned from his bigoted father. Mr. Lincoln is determined to reach 

Eugene and affect a change in his thinking and behavior. 

 

Rappaport, Doreen.  Martin’s Big Words. Hyperion. 2001. ISBN 

9780786807147. 

Collier combines his distinctive watercolor-and-collage art with 

Rappaport's uncluttered text to sum up King's life and work. Each 

two-page spread begins with a short paragraph about King and his 

crusade for civil rights, followed by a powerful sample of his own 

words set in oversized, boldface type. 

 

Yoo, Paula. Sixteen Years in Sixteen Seconds: the Sammy Lee Story. 

Lee and Low. 2005. ISBN 9781584302476 

This is the true story of Dr. Sammy Lee and his desire to become an 

Olympic diver in an age when racism and prejudice ruled in America, 

and describes how he honored his father’s wishes to become a doc-

tor as well. 

 

 


