Writing Trait: Sentence Fluency
Learning Intention: examine complex sentences and co-create criteria
about how to write them.
carol.walters@sd71.bc.ca

Before Reading:
Learning Outcomes: A4, A5,A6, B5
Using the title of the book and the cover photo, ask students
to predict what this book might be about and whether it’s
fiction or nonfiction. Also have students share their dog (or
great Dane) and deer connections. Kids in the Comox Valley
generally have lots of stories to share about deer!

by Martin Springett

Explain that author, Martin Springett, lives in Toronto. His
sister, Isobel Springett, the photographer who took all the
pictures of Kate and Pippin, lives in Black Creek here on
Vancouver Island. She took pictures of this unlikely pair for
more than two years.
During Reading:
Learning Outcomes: A6, B5

During reading, pause occasionally for children to share even more deer and dog connections. They
may naturally ask questions, make predictions, infer, or want to talk about the details in the
pictures. As James Britten described, “Reading and writing float on a sea of talk.” (1983)

After Reading:
Learning Outcomes: A5, B7, C3, C5, C6, C7, C10
Share links on the Springett’s website ~ kateandpippin.com. Watch the video clip and view
additional photos of Kate and Pippin.
The C11 learning outcome for grade 5 states that students should include complete simple
and compound sentences and begin to use complex sentences. In this lesson, students will
be given sample sentences from Kate & Pippin to figure out the difference between
simple, compound and complex sentences. Once students have developed a definition of
each type of sentence, they will further analyze complex sentences to better understand
how they are written. When kids figure out
the rules themselves by co-creating
Co-constructed
criteria, they are more likely to
Criteria
own this information.

I can figure out what simple, compound and complex
sentence are, and how to write them.

http://eslbee.com/sentences.htm
The link above has clear explanations of each type of sentence. Here is a screen capture of
the examples and definition of simple sentences:

Here is a screen capture of the examples and definitions of compound sentences:

Compound Sentences

Having shared the explanations on the site, provide students with the text from the first
page of Kate & Pippin to analyze as a group:

And a screen capture from the same site containing examples and definitions of compound
sentences:

On the following 6 pages, there are examples from the book. Students can work in groups
with one page at a time trying to figure out which sentences are simple, compound or
complex.

Work with a partner or in small groups to determine which sentences
are simple, and which are compound? Can you find a complex sentence
on this page? What clues can you find that help you figure this out?
Hints:
• a simple sentence does not have a comma.
• A compound sentence will have a comma followed by one of the
“FANBOY” words (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).
• Just like a compound sentence, look for a comma in a complex
sentence. Look for subordinators such as: because, since, after,
although, when, that, who, or which.

Discuss which sentences are simple, which are compound? Can you
find a complex sentence on this page? What clues can you find that
help you figure this out?
Hints:
• a simple sentence does not have a comma.
•

•

A compound sentence will have a comma followed by one of the
“FANBOY” words (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).
Just like a compound sentence, look for a comma in a complex
sentence. Look for subordinators such as: because, since, after,
although, when, that, who, or which.

Is this sentence simple, compound or complex? What clues can you
find to figure this out?
Hints:
• a simple sentence does not have a comma.
•

•

A compound sentence will have a comma followed by one of the
“FANBOY” words (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).
Just like a compound sentence, look for a comma in a complex
sentence. Look for subordinators such as: because, since, after,
although, when, that, who, or which.

Discuss which sentences are simple, compound and/or complex? What
clues can you find that help you figure this out?
Hints:
• a simple sentence does not have a comma.
•

•

A compound sentence will have a comma followed by one of the
“FANBOY” words (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).
Just like a compound sentence, look for a comma in a complex
sentence. Look for subordinators such as: because, since, after,
although, when, that, who, or which.

Discuss which sentences are simple, which are compound? Can you
find a complex sentence on this page? What clues can you find that
help you figure this out?
Hints:
• a simple sentence does not have a comma.
•

•

A compound sentence will have a comma followed by one of the
“FANBOY” words (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).
Just like a compound sentence, look for a comma in a complex
sentence. Look for subordinators such as: because, since, after,

Is this sentence simple, compound or complex? What are the clues
that you can use to figure this out?
Hints:
• a simple sentence does not have a comma.
•

•

A compound sentence will have a comma followed by one of the
“FANBOY” words (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).
Just like a compound sentence, look for a comma in a complex
sentence. Look for subordinators such as: because, since, after,
although, when, that, who, or which.

Upon completion of these pages, have students share their understanding of each sentence type. Then, create a set of student written
rules for each one.
With rules created, it’s time to practice writing a variety of sentence
lengths and types. Have students write in role extending ideas about
the relationship between Kate and Pippin.
e.g.

Each morning, Kate and Pippin would wake up, and rush
to the kitchen, hoping to find food in the tin bowls on
the wooden floor.
When Kate first met Pippin, her motherly instincts
kicked in.
Because Pippin lost her mother, she connected quickly
to Kate.
As Pippin got older, she learned to enjoy dog food. She
liked the crunchy bits best, but tolerated the texture
and taste of canned food.

