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Generic Titles for Introducing the Six Pillars 
 

**Note: This list of titles are suggestions only, there are many books that could 
fit into the categories of the Six Pillars and can overlap more than one attribute.  

 Cooper, Ilene.  The Golden Rule Abrams. 2007 

    Grandpa explains that the golden rule is a simple 
statement on how to live that can be practiced by 
people of all ages and faiths, then helps his grandson 
figure out how to apply the rule to his own life. 

 Keller, Laurie.  Do Unto Otters.  Holt. 2007 
Mr. Rabbit worries about getting along with his new 
neighbors, who are otters, until he is reminded of the 
Golden Rule. 

 McCloud, Carol.  Have You Filled a Bucket Today? 
Ferne. 2006 

   Uses the metaphor of filling a bucket to encourage 
children to practice kind and considerate behavior 
and teach them the benefits of positive relationships. 

 Rosenthal, Amy. Cookies: Bite-Size Life Lessons  
HarperCollins, 2006. Cookies provide the framework 
for this clever book, but the focus is really on the 
lessons to be learned about life. Designed as a dic-
tionary of sorts, the book has an appealing design and 

 Nonfiction Titles for Intermediate: 

Glassman, Bruce.  Trustworthiness, Respect, Respon-
sibility, Caring, Citizenship, Fairness.  Bearing Books.  
2008 

 Nonfiction Titles for Primary 

Small, Mary. Being Trustworthy, Being Respectful, 
Being Responsible, Being Fair, Being Caring.  Picture 
Window, 2006. 



Trustworthiness 

 
Inquiry: Is it important to always be completely honest?  How do you 
know when you can trust a friend? 

 Alley, Zoe.  There’s a Wolf at the Door.  Roaring Brook 
Press, 2008. 

A book of fairy tails: The Three Little Pigs -- The Boy Who 
Cried Wolf -- Little Red Riding Hood -- etc. As his plans 
are spoiled over and over again, the wolf keeps trying to 
find his dinner, in this retelling of five well-known stories 
and fables. 

 Barretta, Gene.  Jack the Tripper  Harcourt, 2008/  
Someone is tripping students at Benjamin Dizzy Elemen-
tary School and taking their candy and homework,  and 
someone is not telling the truth. 

 

 Breathed, Berkeley.  Edwurd Fudwupper Fibbed Big.  Lit-
tle, Brown. 2003   
Edwurd Fudwupper spends all his time cooking up fibs full 
of phooey and letting them rip. But one day, Edwurd tells 
such a world-class lie, such a humdinger, that the army, the 
air force, and the dog catcher are called to try to reverse 
the damage.  

 Buehner, Carolyn.   I Did It, I’m Sorry Puffin, 2000.  
Ollie Octopus, Bucky Beaver, Howie Hogg, and other animal 
characters encounter moral dilemmas involving such virtues 
as honesty, thoughtfulness, and trustworthiness. The 
reader is invited to select the appropriate behavior from a 
series of choices. 

 Buehner, Carolyn.  Would I Ever Lie to You? Dial, 2007. 

A young boy is never sure if his older cousin is teasing or 
telling the truth. 
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 Demi.  The Empty Pot.  Holt, 1990. 

When Ping admits that he is the only child in China unable to grow a 
flower from the seeds distributed by the Emperor, he is rewarded 
for his honesty. 

 Hartman, Bob.  The Wolf Who Cried Boy.  Puffin. 2005 
Little Wolf is tired of eating lamburgers and sloppy does, but when 
he tricks his parents into thinking there is a boy in the woods, they 
could all miss a chance for a real feast. 

  

 .Hennessey, B.G.  The Boy Who Cried Wolf. Simon and Schuster, 
2006.  A boy tending sheep on a lonely mountainside thinks it a fine 
joke to cry "wolf" and watch the people come running--and then one 
day a wolf is really there, but no one answers his call. 

  

  

Helmer, Marilyn.  Fog Cat  Kids Can Press. 1998. 

Hannah befriends a stray cat which leaves at the beginning 
of spring.  (Taking steps to have an animal trust you.) 

Ludwig, Trudy.  Trouble Talk    Tricycle Press. 2008. 
   Includes bibliographical references. Maya realizes her 
new friend Bailey is spreading rumours about the other stu-
dents at school and begins to wonder if Bailey is really the 
type of friend she wants to have. (Intermediate) 

Kelly, True.  Blabber Mouse.  Dutton. 2001.  The classmates 
of Blabber, the talkative mouse, come up with a plan to keep 
him from telling all of their secrets.         



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McKissack, Patricia.  The Honest-to-Goodness Truth  
Aladdan, 2003.  After her mother catches her in an 
untruth, Libby Sullivan promises never to lie again, but 
soon she must learn that it is not always kind to blurt 
out the whole truth either. 

Rankin Laura.  Ruthie and the Not So Teeny Tiny Lie. 
Scholastic. 2007.    Ruthie loves tiny things and when 
she finds a tiny camera on the playground she is  
very happy, but after she lies and says the camera  
belongs to her, nothing seems to go right. 

Sharmat, Marjorie.  A Big Fat Enormous Lie  Puffin, 
1978. 

A little boy tells a lie to his parents and then is both-
ered by the big fat lie monster who keeps growing and 
won't leave him alone. 

  

 Munsch, Robert.  A Promise is a Promise Annick Press. 
1988.  Contrary to her mother's advice, Allashua decides 
to challenge the Qallupilluit, an imaginary Inuit character 
who lives under the sea ice near her home. Taunting and 
jeering, Allashua is pulled down under the sea. Only the 
promise of returning with her brothers and sisters as a 
gift to the creatures delays her end. 

  

  

 Stevens, Janet.  Jackalope.  Harcourt, 2003. 

A jackrabbit who wishes to be feared asks his fairy 
godrabbit for horns and becomes the first jackalope, but 
there's one condition: he must not tell lies. 

 



Respect 

 

Inquiry: In what ways would our lives change if everyone showed re-
spect? 

 Burnett, K.  If the World Were Blind: a book about 

judgement and prejudice GR Publishing, 2001. 

When Jason asks his grandfather why people have 
trouble getting along, it makes them think about how 
things might be better if people looked past physical 
attributes to see the person underneath. 

 Cannon, Jannell.  Pinduli.  Harcourt 

Pinduli, a young striped hyena, is hurt by the unkind 
words of Dog, Lion, and Zebra, but her clever trick in 
return promotes her clan's survival and spreads har-
mony throughout the savannah. Includes  notes about 
hyenas and other animals of the African savannah 

 Fox, Mem.  Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge.  Tri-
cycle. 1984.  Wilfrid lives next to a retirement home, 
filled with folks like "Mrs. Jordan who played the or-
gan" and "Mr. Hosking who told him scary stories." But 
his favorite old person is 96-year-old Miss Nancy. 
Everyone says Miss Nancy has lost her memory, and 
despite the fact that Wilfrid doesn't even know what 
a memory is, by accident he helps her find it. 

 Hoose, Phillip.  Hey, Little Ant Tricycle. 1998. 
In a rhyming story relayed as a conversation (written 
originally as a song) and illustrated with loose-lined 
watercolors, an ant about to be squished under a boy's 
shoe pleads with him to think twice about his actions. 
The ending is left unresolved with the question, 
"What do you think that kid should do?" The message 
is obvious but may lead to thoughtful discussion.  



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

  

  

  

  

Ludwig, Trudy.  My Secret Bully.  Tricycle Press. 2003. ISBN 
9781582461595. Monica is a target of relational aggression, 
emotional bullying among friends who will use name-calling and 
manipulation to humiliate and exclude.  Her mother helps her  
to cope and thrive by facing her fears and the  bully. 

O’Neill, Alexis.  The Recess Queen. Scholastic. 2002.  
Mean Jean is the biggest bully on the school playground  
until the new girl challenges her role as the Recess Queen.  

Munson, Derek.  Enemy Pie.  Chronicle. 2000 

To help his son get rid of a perceived "enemy," a wise father 
agrees to bake his famous Enemy Pie. The suspense around the 
mysterious pie builds as the boy fulfills his end of the bargain 
by spending what becomes a very enjoyable day with the now-
former enemy. 

Seskin, Steve. Don’t Laugh At Me Trycycle. 
2002. 
Based on a folk song, this plea for tolerance features 
kids with glasses, braces, and disabilities beseeching, 
"Don't laugh at me. Don't call me names. Don't get your 
pleasure from my pain. In God's eyes we're all the 
same.” 

Lester, Julius.  Let’s Talk About Race. HarperCollins. 
2005. Lester introduces race as just one of many chapters 
in a person's story. Beginning with the line, "I am a story," 
Lester tells his own story with details  kids will enjoy, like 
his favorite food, hobbies, and time of day. Then he states, 
"Oh, there's something else that is part of my story—I'm 
black."   



Responsibility 

Inquiry:  Why is it important to be accountable for our own actions, 
practice self-restraint, and always do our best? 

 Lichtenheld, Tom. What’s With This Room? Little, Brown. 

2005 
A discussion between a boy and his parents about a bedroom, 
that is so dirty he would "have to clean up just to call it a 
mess," ends with a blast. 

 Orloff, K.  I Wanna Iguana  Putnam, 2004. 
Alex and his mother write notes back and forth in which 
Alex tries to persuade her to let him have a baby iguana for 
a pet. 

 Napoli, Donna Jo.  Albert.  Harcourt. 2001 
Albert, a pleasant, reclusive young man, sticks his hand out 
the window of his apartment every day to check on the 
weather and decide whether to venture out. And every day, 
he's dissuaded by something he hears or feels: an unpleasant 
noise, the heat, or the cold. One day, as he reaches out, two 
cardinals build a nest in his outstretched hand. Though sur-
prised, Albert proves as faithful as Horton the elephant. 

 Seuss, Dr.  Horton Hatches the Egg  Random House. 1968 
A lazy bird hatching an egg wants a vacation, so she asks 
Horton, the elephant, to sit on her egg--which he does 
through all sorts of hazards until he is rewarded for doing 
what he said he would. 

 Knowles, Sheena.   Edwina the Emu. HarperCollins.  1997. 

Two emus who live in a zoo suddenly find themselves expect-
ing 10 little emus. But this is the 90’s, so Edwina tells Ed-
ward, "I'll look for a job, you stay on the nest." 

 Willems, Mo.  The Pigeon Wants a Puppy! Hyperion. 2008 
The pigeon really, really wants a puppy, but when a puppy ar-
rives the pigeon changes his mind. 



Justice and Fairness 

Inquiry:  Why is life not always fair?  In what ways are you a just and fair person?  How 
is fairness and justice determined? 

 Allinson, B.  Effie.  Scholastic. 1990 

Effie cannot make friends because of her extremely loud 
voice--but one day, her voice becomes very useful. 

         No photo Baehr, Patricia.  School isn’t Fair. Simon &Schuster, 
1992 (o/p). 4 yr. old Edward, describes all the unfair 
things that happen to him in a school day. 

 Harper, Jamie.  Me Too! Little, Brown. 2005. 

The only way Grace can get away from her little sister, 
who copies her every move, is at her swimming lessons. 

 Howe, James.  Horace and Morris but Mostly Delores. 
Atheneum. 2003.   

Horace, Morris, and Dolores are very good friends and 
have always done everything together, however, their 
friendship may be in trouble when Horace and Morris de-
cide to join a no-girls allowed club and Dolores joins a no-
boys club 

 Reiss, Mike.  The Boy Who Wouldn’t Share. Harper-
Collins. 2008 

Edward, unwilling to share his toys with his sister, has a 
change of heart when she has something he wants. 

 Rosenthal, Amy.  It’s Not Fair!  HarperCollins. 2008 

Assorted children, animals, creatures, and objects all 
wonder why life is not always fair. 

 Weninger, Brigitte.  A Ball for All. Minedition, 2006. 
The animals just want their ball back from Rico Raccoon 
after Rico steals it and runs away, but Max Mouse has a 
different approach that he hopes will make Rico a friend 
instead of an enemy 



Caring 

Inquiry: How does showing you care about a person, place, or thing in-
fluence others?  Who cares? 

 Breathed, B. Pete & Pickles.  Philomel. 2008.  Pete, a practi-
cal pig, has his life intruded upon by Pickles, a run-away cir-
cus elephant that needs a friend, and the two have a blast 
until their friendship wears thin. 

 Brombeau, Jeff.  The Quiltmakers Gift.  Orchard. 2001. 

A charitable seamstress makes beautiful quilts that she 
gives to the needy and poor. When a greedy king hears of 
the marvelous creations, he demands that she sell him one.   

 Harper, Charise. When Randolph Turned Rotten.  Knopf. 
2007 

Best friends Randolph, a beaver, and Ivy, a goose, do every-
thing together until Ivy is invited to a girls-only birthday 
sleepover party and Randolph, full of bad feelings, tries to 
spoil her fun. 

 Ludwig, Trudy.  Just Kidding. Tricycle. 2006 

Waiting to be chosen for a pickup game of basketball, D. J. 
hears Vince challenge Cody to a game of Rock Paper Scis-
sors: "Loser gets D. J." It's not the first time Vince has 
crossed the line, but D. J. can't figure out how to respond. 
With a helpful suggestion from his dad and support from a 
teacher, D. J. begins to handle his problem. 

 McCloud, Carol.  Have You Filled a Bucket Today? Ferne. 
2006. 

   Uses the metaphor of filling a bucket to encourage chil-
dren to practice kind and considerate behavior and teach 
them the benefits of positive relationships. 
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 Pearson, Emily.  Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Day. Gibbs 
Smith. 2002 
A young girl's good deed is multiplied as it is passed on by 
those who have been touched by the kindness of others. 

 Reider, Katja.  Snail Started It. North South books. 1999. 

Snail calls Pig fat and starts a chain of insults among the 
other animals that eventually catches up with him and con-
vinces him that each animal is right in liking himself just 
the way he is. 

 Wallace, Nancy.  The Kindness Quilt.  Cavendish. 2006 
Mrs. Bloom reads to her class of young rabbits the Aesop's 
fable about the mouse who removes a thorn from a lion's 
paw. Minna immediately understands that the moral is about 
kindness, other kids also weigh in. Mrs. Bloom is pleased be-
cause she is assigning a "Kindness Project." 

 Willems, Mo.  I Love My New Toy.    Hyperion. 2008 
Piggie has a great new toy, although she’s not exactly sure 
what it does. Elephant thinks that perhaps it’s a throwing 
toy. And throw it he does, right up in the air, and then it 
smashes in two pieces. Uh-oh. At first it seems as though 
there will be a break in the friendship as well as a broken 
toy.                    

 Wilson, Karma.  When Bear Feels Scared. McElderry. 2008 

Bear's animal friends come to his rescue when he becomes 
lost and frightened in the woods. 



Civic Virtue and Citizenship 
 

Inquiry: How does being a good citizen help your community?  What makes a com-
munity?  What does it mean to be a good citizen? 

 Jeffers, Oliver.  The Great Paper Caper. Philomel. 2008 
   When tree branches begin disappearing and paper airplanes 
are left in their place, the forest creatures carry out an in-
vestigation to find the culprit who has been stealing their 
homes. 

 Giovanni, Nikki.  Rosa.  Holt. 2005 
Presents an illustrated account of Rosa Parks' refusal to give 
up her seat on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama in 1955, and 
the subsequent bus boycott by the black community. 

 Milway, Katie.  One Hen: how one small loan made a big  
Difference.  Kids Can Press. 2008 
 Families in a Ghanan village, pool their small savings into a 
community bank that makes loans available to members. 
When Kojo’s mother borrows money, he asks her for a few 
coins to buy a hen. The hen produces eggs for the family as 
well as a few for him to sell at the market.  Kojo uses that 
money to grow his business into a thriving enterprise. 

 Pelegrino, Marjorie. My Grandma’s the Mayor.  Magination 
Press. 2000 
Annie is unhappy that she has to share her grandmother, the 
mayor, with so many people, but when she helps out during a 
town emergency, Annie appreciates all that her grandmother 
does in the community. 

 Rappaport, Doreen.  Martin’s Big Words : The life of Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Jump at the Sun Hyperion. 2001. 

Looks at the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, explaining his 
work to bring about a peaceful end to segregation. 
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 Seuss, Dr. The Lorax Random House.  1971. 

The  now remorseful, Once-ler, the narrator, describes the 
results of the local pollution problem.  An ecological warning 
that still rings true today regarding the impact of clear-
cutting, pollution, and disregard for the environment. 

 Shoveller, Herb.  Ryan and Jimmy: and the well in Africa 
that brought them together.  Kids Can Press. 2006 

When Ryan Hreljac's first-grade teacher explained that it 
would cost only $70 to build a well to supply clean water for 
an entire village in Africa, Ryan, with his parents' encourage-
ment, decided to raise the money himself by doing household 

 Trottier, Maxine. Terry Fox: A Story of Hope.  Scholastic. 
2005 

Photographs and text tell the story of Terry Fox, a young 
man who lost his leg to cancer in 1976 and who then decided 
to raise money to find a cure for the disease by running 
across Canada. Includes information on the Terry Fox Run 

 VanAllsburg, Chris.  Just A Dream  Houghton, 1990. 

When he has a dream about a future Earth devastated by 
pollution, Walter begins to understand the importance of 
taking care of the environment. 

 White, Linda.  I Could Do That!: Esther Morris Gets 
Women the Vote.  Farrar. 2005 
In 1869, a woman whose "can-do" attitude had shaped her 
life was instrumental in making Wyoming the first state to 
allow women to vote, then became the first woman to hold 
public office in the United States. 

 


