
Picture books to use for strategies and background knowledge on 

Biographies: 

Famous Canadians /Famous People/ Overcoming Adversity 

 
Series: Edge Books: True Tales Of Survival  Capstone Press, 2007. 

These High/Low incredible stories of courage and perseverance illumi-

nate the human will to survive. The stories reveal how amazing people 

have overcome fear, pain, and exhaustion in the face of overwhelming odds. 

Titles include: /Disaster in the Mountains:  Colby Coombs’ story of survival, Lost at 

Sea: Tami Oldham Ashcraft’s story of survival,  Shark attack: Bethany Hamilton’s 

story of survival, Stranded in the snow: Eric LeMarque’s story of survival...etc. 

 

Manson, Ainslie.  Boy in Motion: Rick Hanson’s Story. Douglas & 

McIntyre. 2007. ISBN 9781553652526.  Rick Hansen loved fishing . 

On his way back from a fishing trip, his life was changed forever when 

the truck he was riding in flipped over. An inspiring story of courage 

and triumph.  

 

Noves, Deborah.  When I Met the Wolf Girls.  Houghton Mifflen. 

2007.  ISBN 9780618605675.  long author's note describes the fasci-

nating true story of two feral children, found living with wolves in 

northwest India in the 1920s and brought back^B by a Christian mis-

sionary to live in an orphanage. Noyes tells the story in free verse through the fic-

tionalized viewpoint of one of the other children in the orphanage, a girl named 

Bulu. 

 

O’Connor, Edward.  Rick Hansen: Canadian Hero.  Canadian Biographies (Reaching 

Readers) Pearson. 2005. ISBN 0131276646. 

  

Pezzi,Bryan.  Terry Fox.  Weigl. 2006. Remarkable Canadians Series. (Craig Kiel-

burger, David Suzuki, Emily Carr)  ISBN: 1553882113.  

 

Rapppaport, Doreen.  Martin’s Big Words : the life of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Hyperion.  2001.  ISBN 9780786807147.   Juxta-

posing original text with quotes from King's writing and speeches, 

Rappaport's  narrative offers a pastiche of scenes from King's life, 

beginning with his childhood experience of seeing "White Only" signs sprinkled 

throughout his hometown. He questions his mother about their meaning, and she 

assures him, "You are as good as anyone." 



 

Schanzer, Rosalyn.  How Ben Franklin Stole the Lightning.  Harper-

Collins.  2003.  ISBN 9780688169947.  The book begins with Frank-

lin's accomplishments but quickly moves on to his many inventions and 

his growing interest in electricity, culminating in his capture of light-

ning in the legendary kite experiment. 

 

Shea, Pegi.  The Carpet Boys Gift.  Tilbury House. 2003. ISBN 

0884482480. Yearning for freedom and schooling for himself and the 

other children who toil in a carpet factory in Pakistan to repay loans 

from the factory owner to their parents, Nadeem is inspired by a 

former carpet boy named Iqbal to lead the way. 

 

Sis, Peter.  Starry Messenger: Galileo, Galilei.  Douglas & McIntyre, 

2000.  ISBN 9780374470278. 

The brilliant astronomer was a celebrated scientist who was showered 

with honors and patronage until his greatest discovery--that the earth 

circled the sun rather than the other way around--proved to be too 

much of a threat to prevailing orthodoxy.  

 

Tompert, Ann.  Joan of Arc: Heroine of France. Boyds Mills. 2003. 

ISBN 9781590780091. An angel appeared to Joan of Arc, telling her to 

go to the aid of the King of France, who was embattled by the invading 

British. Never doubting her visions and the voices that impelled her for-

ward, Joan lifted the siege of Orleans, saw her liege lord crowned, and 

was later captured by the British and burned at the stake.  

 

Trottier, Maxine.  Terry Fox: A Story of Hope. Scholastic. 2005. 
ISBN Photographs and text tell the story of Terry Fox, a young man 

who lost his leg to cancer in 1976 and who then decided to raise 

money to find a cure for the disease by running across Canada. In-

cludes information on the Terry Fox Run established in 1981 after 

Fox's death. 

 

 


