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When Jessie Came Across the Sea 

By Amy Hest 

A thirteen-year-old Jewish orphan reluctantly leaves 

her grandmother and immigrates to New York City, 

where she works for three years sewing lace and 

earning money to bring Grandmother to the United 

States, too. 

Grandfather’s Journey 

by Allen Say 

A Japanese American man recounts his grandfather’s 

journey to America which he later also undertakes, and 

the feelings of being torn by a love for two different 

countries. 

The Lotus Seed 

by Tatsuro Kiuchi 

A young Vietnamese girl saves a lotus seed and carries 

it with her everywhere to remember a brave emperor 

and the  homeland that she has to flee.  Recommended 

resource for writing trait “word choice.” 

 

Watch the Stars Come Out 

by Riki Levinson 

Grandma tells about her mama’s journey to America by 

boat, years ago. 
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Barefoot:  Escape on the Underground Railroad 

by Pamela Duncan Edwards 

In a forest, a group of animals help a runaway slave 

escape  his pursuers. 

 

Four Feet, Two Sandals 

by Karen Lynn Williams 

Two young Afghani girls living in a refugee camp in 

Pakistan share a precious pair of sandals brought by 

relief workers. 

I’m New Here 

by Anne Sibley O’Brien 

Three children from other countries (Somalia, 

Guatemala, and Korea) struggle to adjust to their new 

home and school in the United States. 

Painted Words: Marianthe’s Story, Spoken Memo-

ries / Painted Words 

by Aliki 

Two separate stories, the first telling of Marianthe 

starting school in a new land, and the second describ-

ing the village life in her country before she and her 

family left in search of a better life. 
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The Seeds of Friendship 

by Michael Foreman 

Adam feels alone in the strange new city.  He misses 

the colors and friendships of his faraway home.  But 

when  his teacher gives him a few seeds, it plants an 

idea in him—an idea that could transform his gray 

world forever.  Michael Foreman’s new story is a 

powerful fable of how friendship can grow in our world. 

In the New World:  A Family in Two Centuries 

by Gerda Raidt 

Making a living has become difficult in 1860s Germany, 

so the Peter’s family plans to leave their homeland.  

It’s not an easy decision.  They arrive in Omaha, 

Nebraska, where they establish a farm and work hard 

to succeed.  Almost 150 years later, Olivia Peters 

wants to learn about her ancestors... 

Updated versions of this list will be posted to 
www.learn71.ca—Library Commons-Elementary 
Libraries-Theme Lists. 
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Days of Terror 

by Barbara Smucker 

Set in 1917, Days of Terror tells the story of ten-year-

old Peter Neufeld and his family.  These are troubled 

times for the Russian people, but it all feels so far away 

for Peter and the Mennonite community, until Peter’s 

house is robbed...Scared and helpless, in the face of 

anarchy, famine, and the Russian revolution, the 

Neufelds must join the mass exodus of Mennonites to... 

Promise Song 

by Linda Holeman 

The year is 1900, and like many thousands of children 

before them, fourteen-year-old Rosetta and her 

younger sister, Flora, have been sent across the sea 

from an English orphanage to make their home in a new 

country.  But when they arrive, their dream of family 

vanishes.  Instead, Rosetta faces more hardships... 

Letters from Rifka 

by Karen Hesse 

Rifka knows nothing abut America when she flees from 

Russia with her family in 1919.  But she dreams she will 

be safe from the Russian soldiers and their harsh 

treatment of the Jews in the new country. 

The Night Crossing 

by Karen Ackerman 

The year is 1938, the Nazis have come to Austria, and 

Jews are no longer safe.  Clara and her family must 

leave their homeland and travel to a new country, tak-

ing only what they can carry. 
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Number the Stars 

by Lois Lowry.   It is 1943, and for Annemarie Johansen, 

life in Copenhagen is a complicated mix of ordinary 

home and school time, food shortages, and the constant 

presence of Nazi soldiers.  As the German troops begin 

their campaign to “relocate” all the Jews of Denmark, 

the Johansens take in Annemarie’s best friend.  This is 

the story of the Danish Resistance and their plan to 

smuggle the entire Jewish population across the sea...   

From Anna 

by Jean Little 

When the family moves from Germany to Canada in the 

1930’s, a nine-year-old girl discovers the reason for 

her awkwardness and apparent inability to do anything 

right. 

The Hundred Dresses 

by Eleanor Estes 

In winning a medal she is no longer there to receive, a 

little Polish girl teachers her classmates a lesson. 

Updated versions of this list will be posted to 
www.learn71.ca—Library Commons-Elementary Librar-
ies-Theme Lists. 
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The Métis 

By Sara Mitchell (Coming To Canada) 

Coming to Canada celebrates the rich history and 

colourful heritage of the many peoples and cultures 

that call Canada home.  Readers will travel back in time 

to  learn about Canada’s first inhabitants.  From the 

Aboriginal peoples who lived here first to the early 

European settlers, the cultural traditions of each... 

The Acadians 

By Sara Mitchell (Coming To Canada) 

Coming to Canada celebrates the rich history and 

colourful heritage of the many peoples and cultures 

that call Canada home.  Readers will travel back in time 

to  learn about Canada’s first inhabitants.  From the 

Aboriginal peoples who lived here first to the early 

European settlers, the cultural traditions of each... 

The Ukranians 

By Sara Mitchell (Coming To Canada) 

Coming to Canada celebrates the rich history and 

colourful heritage of the many peoples and cultures 

that call Canada home.  Readers will travel back in time 

to  learn about Canada’s first inhabitants.  From the 

Aboriginal peoples who lived here first to the early 

European settlers, the cultural traditions of each... 

The United Empire Loyalists 

By Sara Mitchell (Coming To Canada) 

Coming to Canada celebrates the rich history and col-

ourful heritage of the many peoples and cultures that 

call Canada home.  Readers will travel back in time to  

learn about Canada’s first inhabitants.  From the Abo-

riginal peoples who lived here first to the early Euro-

pean settlers, the cultural traditions of each... 
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The French 

By Sara Mitchell (Coming To Canada) 

Coming to Canada celebrates the rich history and 

colourful heritage of the many peoples and cultures 

that call Canada home.  Readers will travel back in time 

to  learn about Canada’s first inhabitants.  From the 

Aboriginal peoples who lived here first to the early 

The Chinese 

By Annie Thomas (Coming To Canada) 

Coming to Canada celebrates the rich history and 

colourful heritage of the many peoples and cultures 

that call Canada home.  Readers will travel back in time 

to  learn about Canada’s first inhabitants.  From the 

Aboriginal peoples who lived here first to the early 

Migrants and Refugees 

Edited by Aaron Carr (Global Issues) 

As travel becomes easier, more people are able to 

move to different countries.  This gives more people 

the option of leaving their home countries when their 

safety is threatened.  However, large volumes of 

people entering a new country can cause chaos.  Learn 

more about these issues in Migrants and Refugees. 

Pier 21: Listen to My Story 

by Christine Welldon 

Recounts the experiences of several children who 

passed through Pier 21, now called the Canadian Muse-

um of Immigration, to immigrate to Canada. 


