
Writing 

A demo lesson using the traits of writing  

and formative assessment strategies 

 Learning Intentions: 

When students clearly understand the point of the lesson, they are 

better able to focus on its content. If they don’t understand the in-

tention of the lesson, they spend time trying to figure out how it fits 

in with other things. 

 Criteria: (may be co-constructed) 

When students are involved in creating the criteria, they are more 

likely to understand what they are to do and take ownership of the 

task at hand. 

 Questions: 

As teachers, we can ask questions to prompt student thinking. We 

want students to construct their own meaning rather than be told 

what they need to do. 

 Descriptive Feedback: 

When we teach a lesson like Show, Don’t Tell which gets students 

adding details, we need to compliment them for their efforts.  We can 

do this by simply underlining a detail and writing, “Wow, lovely detail!” 

beside it. The mini-lesson and the feedback match. With time, stu-

dents can do self and peer assessments. 

 Peer and Self Assessment: 

When teachers do all the assessing, it becomes something we “do” to 

kids.  But when students are involved, they learn in greater depth 

what is expected of them, how to go about doing it, and develop 

greater levels of ownership. 

 Goal Statements:  

When students understand the learning intention, co-construct       

criteria, are given descriptive feedback and self assess, they are able 

to write meaningful goal statements. Really, you’ll be amazed at what 

they can do! 
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Writing Well 

What are the characteristics  

of quality writing? 

 

• use post-it notes (one idea/post-it) 

 

• sort (into traits) and group common responses 

 

• create a chart 

co-create criteria 

prompt thinking with 

questions 



Writing 

• You have told me that details are something 
that is needed to create a  quality piece of   

writing. 

 

• Tell me more about details: 

 

Why add details? 

 

• so my reader can visualize 

• to interest my reader 

• to provide information 

co-create criteria 

prompt thinking with 

questions 



Writing 

learning intention: 

I can add details to my writing so my 

reader can visualize. 

establish a clear 

learning intention 



Writing 

• How  do we add details? 
 

Here’s a hint:   

• I can write about the things I hear. 

• I can add information about who, what... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

co-create criteria 

prompt thinking with 

questions 



Writing 

What writing strategies can we use to get our  

students to add details to their writing? 

 

• Show, Don’t Tell 

• Five Finger Details 

Tell 
(Boring—my reader can’t visualize) 

Show 
(interesting details— my reader can visualize) 

I was happy. I did a happy dance. 

 My heart was smiling. 

I was jumping for joy. 

I grinned from ear to ear. 

I was as happy as a bear with honey. 

I was as happy as a clam. 

as students write, provide 

descriptive feedback 

continue to prompt their 

thinking with questions 



Writing 

With younger students draw and write using the 

Five Finger Planner 

continue to prompt their 

thinking with questions 

Topic: 

 

 

detail 1 

detail 4 

detail 3 
detail 2 

a feeling 

as students write, provide 

descriptive feedback 



Writing 

Do a quick write using the Show, Don’t Tell  

or Five Finger BLM 

 
I took one look at it and I began to smile.  Not a little I took one look at it and I began to smile.  Not a little I took one look at it and I began to smile.  Not a little I took one look at it and I began to smile.  Not a little 
smile, but an ear to ear smile.  Could it be mine?  I danced smile, but an ear to ear smile.  Could it be mine?  I danced smile, but an ear to ear smile.  Could it be mine?  I danced smile, but an ear to ear smile.  Could it be mine?  I danced 
a little dance, then jiggled like a jelly bean.  I just could-a little dance, then jiggled like a jelly bean.  I just could-a little dance, then jiggled like a jelly bean.  I just could-a little dance, then jiggled like a jelly bean.  I just could-
n’t hold the excitement inside.  You couldn’t see it, but n’t hold the excitement inside.  You couldn’t see it, but n’t hold the excitement inside.  You couldn’t see it, but n’t hold the excitement inside.  You couldn’t see it, but 
my heart was smiling!my heart was smiling!my heart was smiling!my heart was smiling!    

 

What can a teacher say about his piece of writing? 

What can a student say as they self assess? 

Ideas— 
 

self assess 

as students write, provide 

descriptive feedback 



Writing 

 
 
 

What does my self assessment show me?  
What do I need to do next to improve my writing? 

 

 
“My topic is too big.  When it’s too big, I can’t add details. I “My topic is too big.  When it’s too big, I can’t add details. I “My topic is too big.  When it’s too big, I can’t add details. I “My topic is too big.  When it’s too big, I can’t add details. I 

need to add more details to my writing.”need to add more details to my writing.”need to add more details to my writing.”need to add more details to my writing.”    
    

or: 
    

My topic is really small and focused.  I added lots of details My topic is really small and focused.  I added lots of details My topic is really small and focused.  I added lots of details My topic is really small and focused.  I added lots of details 
that show.  My reader will be able to visualize.that show.  My reader will be able to visualize.that show.  My reader will be able to visualize.that show.  My reader will be able to visualize.    

 

write meaningful, specific 

goal statements 

use your self assessment 

to write a goal statement 


