
                                                                                                       

Strategy for  Inferring (intermediate):   

Submitted by: Doug David , Debbie Nelson EPPS 

Learning Intention:  I can infer from picture evidence and story text. 

Resources: 14 Cows for America by Carmen Agra Deedy 

                     Ziba Came on a Boat by Liz Lofthouse 

        Carol Walters handout Teaching our Students to Infer through Explicit Instruction 

Activity/Lesson: 

Before: 

1. Anticipation Guide (see attached) to help students connect their personal knowledge and experience 

with the author’s message. 

2. Sort and Predict Activity 

3. Ask the students:  When have you offered or received comfort?? 

During : 

1. Teacher preview story, story summary at front of text and reader notes to add information. 

2. Conceal title. Read story and unpack evidence from the pictures and text. Choose parts to stop in 

order to pause and encourage students to think independently (listen to their brilliant brain)  about 

evidence from the illustrations and then discuss (AB partners) what they infer up to that point.  

Documenting evidence see attached two column chart. 

Suggested stopping points: “He’s been away a long time” ….” To the Massai, the cow is life”… “He 

thinks of New York then. He remembers September”. Visualizing “Buildings so tall they can touch the 

sky? Fires so hot they can melt iron? Smoke and dust so thinck they can block the sun?” 

3. This book is strong enough to use as an inferring from text only  or pictures only. The illustrator has 

captured many symbols and visual representations to bring to a powerful discussion. Take special 

note of the child’s eye illustrated on the last page. 

4. Use Carol Walter’s suggested graphic organize in our handout – introducing the sentence “Because 

there is no nation so powerful it cannot be wounded ,nor a people so small they cannot offer mighty 

comfort”.   

After: 

1. Reveal the title. Discuss the author’s intent. 

2. Read Final Notes. 

3. Show Ziba Came on a Boat and compare these two powerful, human response stories. Looking at the 

themes and personal journeys for the characters. 



 

 

Evidence (comes from pictures and/or text) Inference (uses your connections your 

background knowledge) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: __________________________________    Date: ______________________________________ 

  



 

 

          tribe 

 

September 

 

disbelief 

 

blessing 

 

      shivered 

 

         honey  

 

    remembered 

 

       laughter 

 

          angry 

 

     huddled 

 

         Africa 

 

        New York 

 

       earthen 

 

spectacular 

 

     faraway 

 

        Mexico 

 

        Vancouver 

 

       country  

 

        mighty  

 

        sheep 

 

         heart 

 

       wounded 

 

        fourteen 

 

        swirling 

 

      comfort 

 

Sort and Predict  -   14 Cows For America 
    Carmen Agra Deedy 

 

Name:  ____________________________________ 

 

Answer Key:  * taken from 14 Cows 

 

          * tribe 

 

*September 

 

*disbelief 

 

*blessing 

 

      shivered 

 

         honey  

 

    *remember 

 

       laughter 

 

          angry 

 

     huddled 

 

         Africa 

 

        *New York 

 

       earthen 

 

*spectacular 

 

     *faraway 

 

        Mexico 

 

        Vancouver 

 

       *country  

 

        *mighty  

 

        sheep 

 

        * heart 

 

       *wounded 

 

        *fourteen 

 

        swirling 

 

      *comfort 

 

  



 

Anticipation Guide 

Name: ________________________________ 

Before  After 

Agree Disagree Statement and Evidence Agree Disagree 

  1. Homecoming is always pleasant. 

 

Evidence from the story: 

  

  2. Different nations are known to be kind. 

    Different nations are known to be cruel. 

 

Evidence: 

  

  3. Don’t judge a book by its cover. 

 

Evidence: 

  

  4. One man’s junk is another man’s 

treasure. 

 

Evidence: 

  

  5. Might is always right. 

 

Evidence: 

  

  6. There is no nation so powerful it cannot 

be wounded. 

 

Evidence: 

  



 


