
Marty McCririck’s Picks for Grade 6 & 7 Novels: 
Marty.McCririck@sd71.bc.ca 

These books are based loosely on theme/genre. They can fit in numerous categories. 

Theme: Bullying 
  

  

  

  

The Fourth Stall by Chris Rylander: 

Sixth-grader Mac is a guy who can solve your 

problems, sometimes as a favour, but usually for a 

price. Troubles arise when a high school bully muscles 

in with a gambling ring and threats of real violence 

emerge.  The pace is a bit slow to start, but picks up to 

an exciting climax. 

Pigboy by Vicki Grant 

 

Gripping and short.  Dan Hogg, a.k.a. Pigboy, can't 

believe his bad luck when his class takes a field trip to 

a pig farm. He's prepared for taunting, but not the 

deadly situation waiting at the farm or his unlikely role 

as hero.   

Poison Ivy: 3 Bullies, 2 Points of View, 1 Trial 

by Amy Goldman Koss 

What better way to explain government in action than 

to stage a mock trial, in this case a trial in which one 

unpopular girl, Ivy (aka Poison Ivy), seeks to bring 

three bullies to justice.  Although based on the 

American judicial system, lots of connections can be 

made. 

Touching Sirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen 

 

Now a classic and well loved novel. After brutally beat-

ing a schoolmate, Cole Matthews is sent to live by him-

self on a remote Alaskan island as part of a "Circle 

Justice" offender program.   
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Theme: Overcoming Challenges/Adversity 
  

 Wonder by Palacio    Touching story told through the eyes of 
a boy who has a severe facial disfigurement going to  school 
for the first time.   

  

  

  

Revolver by Marcus Sedgwick 

It’s 1910.  In a cabin north of the Arctic Circle, in a place 

murderously cold and desolate, Sig is alone….except for the 

corpse of his father, frozen to death that morning when he 

fell through the ice on the lake.  Then there is a knock on 

the door…. 

How To Steal a Dog by Barbara O’Connor 
 

This book is theme-rich and great for lots of moral 

discussion.  Georgina, her mother and brother are homeless 

and living in their car. When Georgina spots a reward poster 

for a missing dog, she creates a scheme to improve their 

situation. But what happens next is completely unexpected! 

Trash: Pick It Up and Keep it Hidden by Andy Mulligan 

 

A group of fourteen-year-old boys, who make a living picking 

garbage from the outskirts of a large city, find something 

special and mysterious that brings terrifying consequences.  

Because of Mr. Terupt  by Buyea.  Told in many voices 
from a grade 5 class: lots of suspense:  school story:  
tragedy   
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Theme: Overcoming Challenges 
  

  

  

  

  

Define “Normal” by Julie Anne Peters 

When she agrees to meet with Jasmine as a peer coun-

selor, Antonia never dreams that this girl with the 

black lipstick and piercings will end up helping her deal 

with the serious problems she has kept hidden.  Stere-

otyping and accepting differences. 

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick 

At the beginning of eighth grade, learning disabled 

Max and his new friend Freak, whose birth defect has 

affected his body but not his brilliant mind, find that 

when they combine forces they make a powerful team.  

Stereotyping and accepting differences.  Cliff hanger!

Max the Mighty Rodman Philbrick 

Sequel to: Freak the Mighty. Fourteen-year-old Max 

helps a younger girl escape from her abusive 

stepfather by running away with her to the distant 

town of Chivalry, Montana, in search of her real 

father. Action packed. 

Out of my Mind by Sharon M. Draper 

 Melody has cerebral palsy, a condition that affects 

her body but not her mind. Although she is unable to 

walk, talk, or feed or care for herself, she can read, 

think, and feel. A brilliant person is trapped inside her 

body. Very powerful story. 

 

Small Steps: The Year I got Polio  

by Peg Kehert 

You have probably read a Peg Kehert novel or two, but 

did you know that as a child, this novelist suffered 

from polio?  In this autobiography, Peg Kehert recalls 

in great detail, this event in her life.   Pair with the 

Giant Slayer by Iain Lawrence about polio. 
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Theme: War, Holocaust, Child Labour, Prejudice 
  

  

  

  

  

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 

Bored and lonely after his family moves from Berlin to 

a place called "Out-With" in 1942, Bruno, the son of a 

Nazi officer, befriends a boy in striped pajamas who 

lives behind a wire fence.  Lots of inferring based on 

background knowledge. 

Bitter Chocolate by Grindley 

Running away from rebels who attack their village, 

young Pascal and his friends struggle through 

numerous dangers before finding themselves enslaved 

on a cocoa plantation from which Pascal resolves to 

escape in order to find his family.  (Child Labour) 

The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis 

Another classic.  Conscious of the strict limitations 

imposed on women's freedom and behavior by the 

Taliban rulers of Kabul, Afghanistan, eleven-year-old 

Parvana disguises herself as a boy in order to earn 

money so that her family can survive after her 

father's arrest.  

Iqbal by Francesco D’Adamo 

Another classic.  Based on a true story about slave 

labour in the carpet factories in Pakistan.  Iqbal 

manages to escape and tells his story to help other 

children. (Child Labour) 

Shooting Kabul by N. H. Senzai 

As 11-year-old Fadi Nurzai and his family escape from 

Afghanistan to emigrate to California, the Taliban  

forces  their truck  to take off abruptly, and Fadi's 

little sister Mariam is accidentally left behind. Fadi 

enters a photo contest to try to win a ticket back to 

rescue her.  (Predjudice, Descrimination) 
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Theme: War, Holocaust, Child Labour, Prejudice 
  

  

  

  

  

Wanting Mor by Rukhsana Khan 
 

Based on a true story, this is a powerful and moving novel 

about a young girl, Jameela, living in post-Taliban Afghan-

istan. When her mother dies, the people she should have 

been able to rely on, turn against her. Read the first sen-

tence of this novel and you’ll be hooked. Talk about a 

great lead sentence! 

Black Radishes by Susan Lynn Meyer 

Gustave and his parents flee 1940 Paris; they end up 

on the free side of the river between German-

occupied France and the rest of the country. However, 

scarcity of food sends Gustave's father across the 

demarcation line.   Nail biting suspense.  Based on a 

true story. 

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 

Gripping and graphic. The long walk is actually two -- two 

journeys that converge , a novelization of how Park’s friend 

Salva Dut, one of the Lost Boys of Sudan, escaped his war-

ravaged country and returned years later to help revitalize 

it by founding a company called Water for Sudan, Inc. Pair 

with Ryan’s Well. 

Sektion 20 by Paul Dowswell 

Alex lives in East Berlin. The cold war is raging and he 

and his family are forbidden to leave. But the longer 

he stays, the more danger he is in. Alex is no longer 

pretending to be a model East German, and the Stasi 

has noticed.   

Stolen Child by Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch 

Stolen from her family by the Nazis, Nadia is a young 

girl who tries to make sense of her confusing memories 

and haunting dreams. Bit by bit she starts to uncover 

the truth—that the German family she grew up with, 

the woman who calls herself Nadia's mother, are not 

who they say they are.  
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Theme: War, Holocaust, Child Labour, Prejudice 
  

Theme: Astronomy & Space Connections 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yellow Star by Jennifer Roy 

 

In thoughtful, vividly descriptive, almost poetic prose, 

Roy retells the true story of her Aunt Syvia's 

experiences in the Lodz Ghetto during the Nazi 

occupation of Poland. 

Every Soul a Star by Wendy Mass 

 

Three young teens witness a total solar eclipse and are 

changed forever in this novel. Told in alternating nar-

ratives, that weaves exciting astronomy facts into the 

teens’ personal lives.  

Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Twelve-year-old Liam, tall for his age, is often 

mistaken for an adult, a fact that he uses when he 

finds himself in a group of children on the first 

manned spacecraft since Apollo 17. When things go 

wrong, some quick thinking by the kids averts a 

disaster. Lots of humour as well. 

Countdown by Ben Mikaelsen 
When 14-year-old Elliot Schroeder is selected by NASA 

to be the first Junior Astronaut, he has no way of know-

ing the profound effect it will have on Vincent Ole Tome, 

a Maasai herder who is also 14 years old. An unexpected 

event puts the boys in contact via short-wave radio, and 

an African drought and an in-space emergency bring 

about a climactic fact-to-face meeting. 
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Theme: Science Fiction 
  

  

  

  

  

Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

 

A runaway best seller, this is the story of Catnis who 

must fight to the death in an arena unlike any other. 

Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins 

 

In the sequel to Hunger Games, Catnis returns to the 

arena to once again fight for her life.  

Mocking Jay by Suzanne Collins 

Katniss Everdeen, having survived the Hunger Games 

twice, learns she and her family and friends are in 

danger because the Capitol holds her responsible for 

the unrest, and races against time to protect those 

she cares about and the people of District 12.  

Gone by Michael Grant 
In a small town on the coast of California, everyone over 

the age of fourteen suddenly disappears, setting up a 

battle between the remaining town residents and  the 

students from a local private school. Conflict also 

develops between those who have "The Power" and are 

able to perform supernatural feats and those who do not.  

Lockdown: Escape from Furnace 

by Alexander Gordon Smith 

When fourteen-year-old Alex is framed for murder, he 

becomes an inmate in the Furnace Penitentiary, where 

brutal inmates and sadistic guards reign. Boys who 

disappear in the middle of the night sometimes return 

weirdly altered, but escape might just be possible.  
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Theme: Science Fiction 
  

  

  

  

  

Found: The Missing: Book 1  

by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
When thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, who are both 

adopted, learn they were discovered on a plane that appeared 

out of nowhere, full of babies with no adults on board, they 

realize that they have uncovered a mystery involving time 

travel and two opposing forces, each trying to repair the 

fabric of time.  

The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau 
Ember, a 241-year-old, ruined domed city surrounded by a 

dark unknown, was built to ensure that humans would continue 

to exist on Earth, and the instructions for getting out have 

been lost and forgotten. On Assignment Day, 12-year-olds 

leave school and receive their lifetime job assignments.   

The Unwanteds   by McMann  "The Hunger Games Meets Harry Potter" 
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Theme: Action/Adventure 
  

  

  

  

  

Red Sea by Diane Tullson 

 
Libby didn’t want to go sailing with her mother and step-

father. When modern day pirates attack, Libby is left alone 

on their boat with her wounded mother and must navigate 

to safety.  (Note: an indirect recollection of a sexual 

incident is briefly mentioned). 

Lockdown by Diane Tullson 

 

Readers will see how good people can make bad 

decisions in this short novel about a student who, 

frustrated by the abuse of his peers, brings a gun to 

school and rampages the halls, sending the place into 

emergency lockdown.   

Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings 

 

Living near the water on Maryland's Eastern Shore, 

thirteen-year-old Brady and his best friends J.T. and 

Digger become entangled in a tragedy which tests 

their friendship and their ideas about right and wrong. 

Zach’s Lie by Roland Smith 

 
After entering the Witness Security Program,  Jack 

Osborne is befriended by his school's custodian and a 

Basque girl. He begins to adjust to his family's sudden move 

to Elko, Nevada, but the drug cartel against which his 

father will testify is determined to track them down. 

The Jaguar Stones by Voelkel  (Middle World series)  Great for a 

unit on Ancient Mayan Civilizations   
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Theme: Action/Adventure 
  

Breadcrumbs by Ursu   Hazel and Jack were best 
friends until one day everything changes and Jack 
disappears in to the woods.  Hazel decides to follow to 
find him.  Great fantasy adventure.  Inspired by the Snow 
Queen.   
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Theme: Survival 
  

  

  

  

 The Only Ones  by Starmer   Similar to Gone....all the adults 
have disappeared and a group of children are left behind to 
survive 

Life as We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 
In this taut survival story, an asteroid hits the moon, 

knocking it closer toward Earth, which results in 

cataclysmic natural disasters. Sixteen-year-old Miranda's 

journal entries provide a riveting account of how lack of 

information and resources, and, subsequently, loss of hope 

for the future, shrink her world.  (also  science fiction) 

Fish by L. S. Matthews 

 

As fighting closes in on the village where Tiger's 

parents have been working, the three of them and a 

mysterious guide set out on a difficult journey to 

safety. 

Survival  by Chris Ryan 
 

Five teenagers, with very different personalities are 

on board a sailboat that gets wrecked.  They become 

stranded on an island and must combine their 

knowledge and  skills in order to survive.  Written by 

an ex SAS officer, Chris Ryan  includes real survival 

The Pole by Eric Walters 
 

The Pole is Eric Walters’s powerful fictionalized 

retelling of Robert Peary’s 1909 expedition to the 

North Pole aboard The Roosevelt, as experienced by a 

young cabin boy named Danny, away from home and at 

sea for the very first time. 


