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Before Reading 
 

Establish a learning intention of careful 
observation of details before going out for a 
nature walk.  Share the idea that writers 
notice what other people miss and explain 
their job will be to notice and carefully 
observe.   
 
Before going outside, read both of these 
books. 

During Reading 
 

Share Step Gently Out as an initial read to set the tone of careful observation.  Next, share 
On My Walk.  Pause and invite students to reflect on the author’s choice of words, “Flap, flap, 
flap.  Munch, munch, munch. Buzz, buzz, buzz. Chirp, chirp, chirp. And Slap, slap slap.  Ask 
students to think about these words and what they have in common.  (They are sensory details 
~ sounds that are heard).  
 

After Reading 
 

 
Once finished reading, On My Walk, flip back through the book and pay attention to the words 
the author has used to describe: (a detail + a sensory description of sound)  

 Crawly caterpillar ~ munch, munch, munch! 
 Purple butterfly ~ flap, flap, flap! 
 Busy Bumblebee ~ Buzz, buzz, buzz! 
 Pesky mosquito ~ H-m-m, h-m-m, h-m-m! 
 Yellow canary ~ chirp, chirp, chirp. 
 Juicy watermelon ~ Yum, yum! 

 
Prepare for a quick walk outside. Remind students their job is to notice and listen carefully.  
You may want to offer magnifying lenses for close inspection of items from nature (e.g. a 
single blade of grass).  Explain that natural items are worth closer inspection.  Insects and 
other organisms are not the only objects to describe. 
 
A class book can easily be created when each child finds an item outside; describes it with a 
detail and adds a sensory sound that might be associated with it and draws a picture to 
illustrate it.  
 
Simply add the cumulative sensory sounds to blend the pages together, just like the author of, 
On My Walk. 
 
 


