
Writing Trait:  
Learning Intention: An introduction to voice and adding details  

to a drawing and perhaps written details too! 
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Before Reading 
 
Draw a squiggly line and ask your students what this 
might be?  Accept lots of guesses then add a bit 
more to this squiggly line … one little bit at a time  
until it slowly begins to look like a worm 
 
Show the front cover of this book and look 
perplexed and ask, “Why do you think the title of 
this book is called, I Can Only Draw Worms?” 
 
Ask for predictions regarding what this book might 
be about and why the author may have written it. 
 

During Reading 
 
Are there giggles as you read this book?  The humour is quite different, so you may 
need to giggle a bit yourself for younger learners to pick up on the author’s personality.  
With smiles and laughter in place, it’s a perfect time to quickly share the concept of 
VOICE.  Explain that voice is the way that writers add their personality to their work 
and a way to make their reader feel an emotion like the one that laughter brings us. 
 

After Reading 
 

Challenge your students to add their own personality to a drawing of a worm.  Do you 
have dancers in your class?  A worm wearing a tutu would certainly cause more giggles.  
How about a worm playing soccer, or a worm jumping from an airplane? 
 
Invite your students to add a caption to their picture showing a worm wearing or doing 
something that worms are not known to do! 
 
Gather these worm pictures together to make a comical class book called, I Can Only 
Draw Worms ala Will Mabbitt! 



Our Class Book based on the work of  
Will Mabbitt 





 

 

 

 

Place colour 
stamp of 

book cover 
here. 



Print 2 copies of this page in colour.  Cut out and give one ‘stamp’ to each student in your class to 
add to their drawing/writing page.  Et voila … a colour page for each child, but you only printed 2 
pages in colour!  


